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open flight deck area or in an enclosed 
cockpit, including the hardware and 
software for the systems installed, that 
is necessary to simulate the aircraft in 
ground and flight operations; 

(ii) Need not have a force (motion) 
cueing or visual system; and 

(iii) Has been evaluated, qualified, 
and approved by the Administrator. 

(8) Ground training means that train-
ing, other than flight training, received 
from an authorized instructor. 

(9) Instrument approach means an ap-
proach procedure defined in part 97 of 
this chapter. 

(10) Instrument training means that 
time in which instrument training is 
received from an authorized instructor 
under actual or simulated instrument 
conditions. 

(11) Knowledge test means a test on 
the aeronautical knowledge areas re-
quired for an airman certificate or rat-
ing that can be administered in written 
form or by a computer. 

(12) Night vision goggles means an ap-
pliance worn by a pilot that enhances 
the pilot’s ability to maintain visual 
surface reference at night. 

(13) Night vision goggle operation 
means the portion of a flight that oc-
curs during the time period from 1 hour 
after sunset to 1 hour before sunrise 
where the pilot maintains visual sur-
face reference using night vision gog-
gles in an aircraft that is approved for 
such an operation. 

(14) Pilot time means that time in 
which a person— 

(i) Serves as a required pilot flight 
crewmember; 

(ii) Receives training from an author-
ized instructor in an aircraft, flight 
simulator, or flight training device; or 

(iii) Gives training as an authorized 
instructor in an aircraft, flight simu-
lator, or flight training device. 

(15) Practical test means a test on the 
areas of operations for an airman cer-
tificate, rating, or authorization that 
is conducted by having the applicant 
respond to questions and demonstrate 
maneuvers in flight, in a flight simu-
lator, or in a flight training device. 

(16) Set of aircraft means aircraft that 
share similar performance characteris-
tics, such as similar airspeed and alti-
tude operating envelopes, similar han-
dling characteristics, and the same 

number and type of propulsion sys-
tems. 

(17) Student pilot seeking a sport pilot 
certificate means a person who has re-
ceived an endorsement— 

(i) To exercise student pilot privi-
leges from a certificated flight instruc-
tor with a sport pilot rating; or 

(ii) That includes a limitation for the 
operation of a light-sport aircraft spec-
ified in § 61.89(c) issued by a certifi-
cated flight instructor with other than 
a sport pilot rating. 

(18) Training time means training re-
ceived— 

(i) In flight from an authorized in-
structor; 

(ii) On the ground from an authorized 
instructor; or 

(iii) In a flight simulator or flight 
training device from an authorized in-
structor. 

[Doc. No. 25910, 62 FR 16298, Apr. 4, 1997; 
Amdt. 61–103, 62 FR 40893, July 30, 1997; 
Amdt. 61–110, 69 FR 44864, July 27, 2004; 
Amdt. 61–124, 74 FR 42546, Aug. 21, 2009] 

§ 61.2 Exercise of Privilege. 

(a) Validity. No person may: 
(1) Exercise privileges of a certifi-

cate, rating, endorsement, or author-
ization issued under this part if the 
certificate, rating or authorization is 
surrendered, suspended, revoked or ex-
pired. 

(2) Exercise privileges of a flight in-
structor certificate if that flight in-
structor certificate is surrendered, sus-
pended, revoked or expired. 

(3) Exercise privileges of a foreign 
pilot certificate to operate an aircraft 
of foreign registry under § 61.3(b) if the 
certificate is surrendered, suspended, 
revoked or expired. 

(4) Exercise privileges of a pilot cer-
tificate issued under § 61.75, or an au-
thorization issued under § 61.77, if the 
foreign pilot certificate relied upon for 
the issuance of the U.S. pilot certifi-
cate or authorization is surrendered, 
suspended, revoked or expired. 

(5) Exercise privileges of a medical 
certificate issued under part 67 to meet 
any requirements of part 61 if the med-
ical certificate is surrendered, sus-
pended, revoked or expired according 
to the duration standards set forth in 
§ 61.23(d). 
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(6) Use an official government issued 
driver’s license to meet any require-
ments of part 61 related to holding that 
driver’s license, if the driver’s license 
is surrendered, suspended, revoked or 
expired. 

(b) Currency. No person may: 
(1) Exercise privileges of an airman 

certificate, rating, endorsement, or au-
thorization issued under this part un-
less that person meets the appropriate 
airman and medical recency require-
ments of this part, specific to the oper-
ation or activity. 

(2) Exercise privileges of a foreign 
pilot license within the United States 
to conduct an operation described in 
§ 61.3(b), unless that person meets the 
appropriate airman and medical 
recency requirements of the country 
that issued the license, specific to the 
operation. 

[Doc. No. FAA–2006–26661, 74 FR 42546, Aug. 
21, 2009] 

§ 61.3 Requirement for certificates, 
ratings, and authorizations. 

(a) Pilot certificate. No person may 
serve as a required pilot flight crew-
member of a civil aircraft of the United 
States, unless that person— 

(1) Has a pilot certificate or special 
purpose pilot authorization issued 
under this part in that person’s phys-
ical possession or readily accessible in 
the aircraft when exercising the privi-
leges of that pilot certificate or au-
thorization. However, when the air-
craft is operated within a foreign coun-
try, a pilot license issued by that coun-
try may be used; and 

(2) Has a photo identification that is 
in that person’s physical possession or 
readily accessible in the aircraft when 
exercising the privileges of that pilot 
certificate or authorization. The photo 
identification must be a: 

(i) Driver’s license issued by a State, 
the District of Columbia, or territory 
or possession of the United States; 

(ii) Government identification card 
issued by the Federal government, a 
State, the District of Columbia, or a 
territory or possession of the United 
States; 

(iii) U.S. Armed Forces’ identifica-
tion card; 

(iv) Official passport; 

(v) Credential that authorizes 
unescorted access to a security identi-
fication display area at an airport reg-
ulated under 49 CFR part 1542; or 

(vi) Other form of identification that 
the Administrator finds acceptable. 

(b) Required pilot certificate for oper-
ating a foreign-registered aircraft. No 
person may serve as a required pilot 
flight crewmember of a civil aircraft of 
foreign registry within the United 
States, unless that person’s pilot cer-
tificate— 

(1) Is in that person’s physical posses-
sion, or readily accessible in the air-
craft when exercising the privileges of 
that pilot certificate; and 

(2) Has been issued under this part, or 
has been issued or validated by the 
country in which the aircraft is reg-
istered. 

(c) Medical certificate. (1) A person 
may serve as a required pilot flight 
crewmember of an aircraft only if that 
person holds the appropriate medical 
certificate issued under part 67 of this 
chapter, or other documentation ac-
ceptable to the FAA, that is in that 
person’s physical possession or readily 
accessible in the aircraft. Paragraph 
(c)(2) of this section provides certain 
exceptions to the requirement to hold a 
medical certificate. 

(2) A person is not required to meet 
the requirements of paragraph (c)(1) of 
this section if that person— 

(i) Is exercising the privileges of a 
student pilot certificate while seeking 
a pilot certificate with a glider cat-
egory rating, a balloon class rating, or 
glider or balloon privileges; 

(ii) Is exercising the privileges of a 
student pilot certificate while seeking 
a sport pilot certificate with other 
than glider or balloon privileges and 
holds a U.S. driver’s license; 

(iii) Is exercising the privileges of a 
student pilot certificate while seeking 
a pilot certificate with a weight-shift- 
control aircraft category rating or a 
powered parachute category rating and 
holds a U.S. driver’s license; 

(iv) Is exercising the privileges of a 
sport pilot certificate with glider or 
balloon privileges; 

(v) Is exercising the privileges of a 
sport pilot certificate with other than 
glider or balloon privileges and holds a 
U.S. driver’s license. A person who has 
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